annual 


RE Pv  ‘R  ' 


-  OF  THE- 

MEDICAL  officer  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Coiincillors  of  the 
Rural  District  of  St,  Austell, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year  1955, 

The  year  was  abnormally  dry  and  there  were  long  hours  of  sunshine. 

The  result  was  that  although  people  benefited  from  the  fine  weather,  an  acute 
water  shortage  was  precipitated,  the  effects  of  which  are  likely  to  extend  into 
1956, 

The  preliminary  survey  of  houses  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme  indicates 

that  only  are  considered  to  be  unsuitable  or  of  being  made  suitable  for  human 
occupation. 

The  ■vital  records  are  again  satisfactory  and  compare  favourably  with  those 
for  the  United  Kingdon, 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  Townsend,  the  Council *s  Engineer  and  to  Mr,  Lawless, 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  considerable  portions  of  this  report  and  to 
them  and  to  other  Council  Officers,  I  "wish  to  express  my  thanks. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Msnibers  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  in'terest  and  support, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Yovjr  obedient  Servant, 
JAIES  TURHER. 


SECTION  A. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  82,389. 

Population  (Mid-year  1955)  (Estimated)  21,800 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value  ,£  91,719 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  £  361. 

As  elsewhere  in  Cornwall,  there  is  a  marked  seasonal  rise  in  population 
during  the  holiday  period  and  this  leads  to  many  special  public  health  probDems 
such  as  those  related  to  camping,  to  marginal  water  supplies  in  dry  years  and  to 
sevTage  disposal.  The  main  ocoupations  are  clayworking  and  agriculture.  The 
latter  is  of  course  a  healthy  occupation  and  so  also  is  the  fornner,  except  v^ere 
china  stone  is  quarried. 

The  District  extends  across  the  breadth  of  the  County  and  has  a  northern 
and  southern  seaboard.  As  a  resiilt,  there  are  two  types  of  climate  -  the  northerr 
more  bracing  with -slightly  more  s\inshine  and  a  slightly  lower  tenperature  than 
the  southern,  v/hich  is  mild  withjrevailing  S.W.  \7inds.  The  mean  anniial 
tenperature  is  about  51°P. 


Rainfall.  The  rainfall  for  the  year,  as  recorded  on  the  gaiige,  maintained  at 
Hondra  Punroing  Station,  amounted  to  AO, 01  inches.  The  wettest  month  was  January 
when  7o00  inches  of  rain  fell.  The  driest  month  was  August  with  0,l6  inches. 

The  total  rainfall  for  July  and  August  was  only  0,38  inches  and  during  this  62 
day  period,  there  were  52  days  witlxiut  rain.  Prom  19th  July  to  8th  August  there 
were  21  consecutive  dry  days. 


Live  P^.rths  Male 

Legitimate  13A 

Illegitimate  9 


Summ.ary  of  Vital  Statistics . 
Femali.e  Total. 
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5 
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Rate/1,000  Population 
Rural  dist,  England  &  Wales. 

12.  9 


For  conparr.son  rrith  other  areas  rate 
corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  13.  5 


15.  0 


Still  Births 


Rate/1,000  Total  Live  &  Still 

Births 


Legitimate  A 

Illegitimate  - 

2  ) 

)  6 

20.  9 

23.  1 

Deaths 

Rate/l.OOO  Population 

13A 

99  233 

10.  7 

For  conparison  v/ith  other  areas  rate 
corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution 

9.  7 

R-ate/1.000 

11.  7 

Total  Births 

Maternal  Mortality 

0 

0 

0.6A 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  1  yr  of  age) 

Rate/l.OOO  Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


17.  1 


2k.  9 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  infant  deaths^ 


Cause  Age  in  weeks  Total 

i  I  Under  1  week  2  2  It  5  weeks 

12  months 


Prematurity 

5 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Cerebral  Haemoirhage 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Suffocation  ( Inspiral  food) 

* 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

The  iirprovement  in  infant  mortality  has  been  maintained. 


The  loss  of  life  due  to  prematurity  and  still  births  is  very  considerable 
and  with  increasing  knowledge  should  be  prevented. 

The  following  is  an  abbreviated  list  of  the  causes  of  death  of  persons 
of  all  ages;- 

m;  rr . 


1^  Tub:  of  resp:  sys: 

21  Tubei'culosis ,  other 
3)  Syphilitic  disease 
2f)  Diphtheria 

5)  Whooping  Cough 

6)  Meningococcal  infections 

7)  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8)  Measles 

9)  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10)  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11 J  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  b2x>nchus 

12)  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13)  Malignant  neoplasm,  ut eius 

lif)  Other  malig,  &  lyiiphatic  neoplasms 

15)  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16)  Diabetes 

17)  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18)  Coi*onary  disease,  angina 

19)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20)  Other  heart  disease 

21)  Other  circulatory  disease 

22)  Influenza 

23)  Dneumonia 
24-)  Bronchitis 

25)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26)  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27)  Gastritis,  enteidtis  and  diarrhoea 

28)  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29)  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30)  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31)  Congenital  malfoimations 

32)  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33)  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34)  All  other  accidents 

35)  Suicide 

3^)  Homicide  and  opeirations  of  war 


All  causes  : 
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Malignant  disease  caused  lli.,6^  of  all  deaths,  notor  vehicles  and  other 
accidents  4.7%.  ‘  ‘ 

Since  1950,  "^elve  aale  and.  two  fenale  deaths  have  been  recorded  as  due 
to  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus.  This  is  8,^  of  all  deaths  due  to  nalignant 
disease,  ....  _ 


The  following  shoort  table  gives  the  percentage  distribution  of  ages  at 
death  :  -  ... 

Age  Group  Males  ^  Peniales 


0-1 

1.5 

3.0 

1  T  59 .  - . 

22.0 

20.8 

60  -  69 

22.0 

20.8 

.  70  -  .79.  . .  .  . 

26.5 

26.7 

80-89 

23.5 

25.7 

90  + 

4.5 

3.0 

SECTION  B. 

Public  Htealth  Officers  of  the  Locail  Authority 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

J.G.S.TTomer,  M.B, ,  D.P.H. ,  1st  Jan  -  31st  Dec, 

(b)  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Whole  tine) 

H.G.Lawless,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A, ,  Pood  Inspectors'  Certificate. 

T.J.Down,  M,R.S.I,, 

Laboratory  Pacilities 

These  are  available  at  the  Royal  Comv/all  Infirmary,  Truro,  where  all 
material  for  investigation  is  sent. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 

In  addition  to  supplies  of  diphtheria  prophylactic  previously  available, 
supplies  of  whooping  cough  vaccine  and  of  tetaniis  antigen  in  varying 
combinations  are  now  available  at  the  Health  Area  Office  and  can  be  obtained  by 
Medical  Practitioners  on  request. 

A"bulancc  facilities 


These  are  provided  from  the  main  centres  at  St,  Austell  and  Newquay  and 
in  addition  from  co\mtry  centres  at  Indian  Queens,  Powey  and  St,  Blazey.  The 
v/ork  carried  out  from,  the  above  centres  dxxring  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following 
table.  About  one-third  of  the  patients  carried  belonged  to  the  Rural  District, 


'  Patients 

Miles 

(a)  Ambxalance 

St.  Austell  and  Newquay 

3,914 

61,246 

(b)  Utilicons 

St,  Austell  and  Newquay 

11,414 

84,930 

(c)  Hospital  Car’ 
Service 

St.  Austell  and  Newquay 

7,445 

81,012 

(d)  Coiontry  Centre 
Ambulances 

Indian  Queens,  Powey  and 
St,-Bla:sey 

597 

18,802 

.  ...  - 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  voluntary  organisations  who  helped,  to 
Mrs,  Batchelor  and  Miss  Boldock,  Organisers  of  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  and  to 
many  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  provided  transport  on  reqiacst. 


.  nursing  Services.  •  J  -  i. ; 

The  establishment  of  nurses  who  carry  out  domiciliary  services  is  as 
follows  : - 

•  I 

District  Nurse  —  Midvi/ife  -  Health  Visitor  11 

Whole-time  Health  Visitor  1 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  1 

The  services  provided  have  v/orked  smoothly. 

Domiciliary  Mdv/lfery 

All  nurses  are  now  trained  in  the  use  of  gas/air  anaesthesia  and 
this  is  available  to  all  patients.  About  60fo  of  women  have  their  babies  at 
home,  j 


Ante— Natal  Care 


There  are  no  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  rural  area  and  all  pregnant 
women  are  referred  either  to  St.  Austell  or  to  Newqioay. 

Infant  Welfare. 

The  centre  at  Roche  has  continued  to  be  veiy  successful  vd.th  an 
average  attendance  of  9.9.  The  centre  at  Indian  Queens  has  averaged  29,1  and 
the  centre  at  St.  Dennis  22,2  and  the  new  centre  at  Summer  court  18,8, 

The  success  of  these  centres  is  partly  due  to  the  help  by  voluntary 
workers  for  v/hom  there  is  still  great  opportunity  for  service  to  the  community. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Centres  provide  a  most  convenient  place  for 
immunisation. 

Care  and  After  Care. 

One  case  of  tuberculosis  was  helped  by  grants  from  the  County, 

Young  children  on  discharge  from  hospital  are  followed  up  by  the 
District  Nurses, 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  Service  has  worked  well,  but  difficulty  has  been  e3{perienced 
during  the  summer  months  in  obtaining  spare-time  helps.  At  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  establishment  was  increased  to  the  equivalent  of  seven  full-time 
helps. 


Thanks  are  due  to  Miss  Stokes  and  to  the  ladies  who  assist  her  in 
organising  this  Service,  A  total  of  110  persons,  of  whom  8  v/ere  maternity 
cases,  were  given  help. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  no  hospital  in  the  district  and  cases  are  sent  to  Nevrauay 
Pov/ey  and  St.  Austell  District  Hospitals,  to  the  R.C.I. ,  at  Truro  for 
special  investigations  and  treatment,  to  Rediuth  in  the  case  of  maternity 
and  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Truro  in  the  case  of  infectious  diseases. 

Clinics, 


The  following  clinics  are  held  at  the  places  and  dates  indicated  ;  - 

Child  V/elfare  TSt,  Austell  -  Moorland  Road  -  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday 
iNewquay  —  Ambulance  Hall  —  YiTeekly  -  Thursday 
*"  Gott  Hall  —  2nd  and  Ath  Tuesday 
(Roche  -  Church  Hall  -  1st  and  Ath  Tuesday 

(Indian  Queens  -  Aribulance  Hall  -  3rd  Wednesday 
(St,  Dennis  —  Methodist  Sunday  School  —  Ath  Thursday 
(Suramercourt  -  MenxDrial  Hall  -  2nd  Wednesday. 


Ante-Natal  (  St.  Austell  -  Moorland  Road  -  Weekly  -  Monday  forenoon 
(  Newquay  -  Hospital  -  Weekly  -  Monday  afternoon 

Orthopaedic^  St,  Austell  -  Moorland  Road  -  Tuesday  forenoon 

(  Newquay  -  Hospital  -  Weekly  -  Monday 

! 

TLiberculosis(  St.  Austell  -Hospital  -  Weekly  -  Monday 

(  Nevrquay  -  Hospital  -  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Tuesday 

Tuberculosis (  St,  Austell  -  1st  Monday  and  last  Tuesday  (aftemoon) 
Contacts  (  Nevrquay  -  3rd  Tuesday  (afternoon) 

Dental  (  St.  Austell  -  Moorland  Road  -  every  day  . 

(  Newquay  -  Berry  Road  -  thrice  weekly  '  " 

Opthalmic  (  St.  Austell  -  Aylnsr  Place  -  2nd  and  Ath  Wednesday 
(  Newqixay  -  Hospital  -  by  arrangement 

E.N.T,  (  St.  Austell  -  Maorland  Road  -  by  arrangement 
(  Newquay  -  Hospital  -  by  arrangement 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  Conditions 
(l)  Water  (i)  New  Schemes 

(a)  Bears  Do'wn  Water  Supply  Scheme 

This  scheme,  which  has  hoen  approved  in  principle  by  the  IvUnistry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  is  still  held  up  due  to  the  Wadehridge 
I^.D.C.  being  unable  to  state  definite  tems  for  the  supplies  of  vvater  in 
bulk.  Al,l  contract  details  are  prepared  so  that  no  time  will  be  lost  in  the 
execution  of  the  scheme  as  soon  as  agreement  has  been  reached. 

(b)  Fowey  River  Joint  Water  Scheme 

Negotiations  in  connection  with  this  scheme  have  proceeded 
throiighout  the  year.  The  Borough  of  Lostwithiel  have  rejoined  as  a  partici¬ 
pating  Authority  and  the  Truro  R.D.C.  who,  early  in  tlie  year,  agreed  to 
participate,  have  now  decided  to  withdraw.  Tlie  scheme  and  details  which  were 
prepared  \7ith  Truro  R.D.C.  as  a  participant  had  to  be  completely  revised  on 
their  withdrawal  and  this  has  involved  delay  in  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

The  new  details  shoiiLd,  however,  be  ready  for  submission  early  in  1936. 

(ii)  Existing  Schemes 
(a)  Analyses 

During  the  year  a  total  of  169  samples  of  water  taken  from  various 
public  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  witli  the  following 
results 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 


Treated  v/ater 

33 

Nil 

33 

Unt2?eated  water 

63 

6 

69 

Village  Wells  and  Pumps 

29 

16 

43 

147 

22 

169 

(b)  Availability  of  Supplies 

The  dry  summer  caused  grave  difficulties  in  the  maintenance  of 
supplies  throughout  the  district  and  restrictions  in  supply  had  to  be 
imposed  at  the  places  and  between  the  dates  shown  in  the  follov\ring  tabulation: - 


Area  served  by  the  source  at  - 


Dates  when  supply  restricted 


Trewocn 

St.  Columb  J/laJor 
Grampound 

Talskiddy  (St.Mawgan  Scheme) 


I6th  July  to  13th  December 
2nd  August  to  13th  November 
l8th  October  to  5th  November 
26th  August  to  21st  October 


At  Trewoon  the  restricted  supply  could  only  be  maintained  as  a 
result  of  assistance  given  by  the  Cornwall  County  Fire  Brigade  in  punning 
water  from  Halviggan  Pit.  At  St.  Columb,  the  well  was  pumped  dry,  but  the 
supply  was  maintained  after  a  submersible  punp  had  been  installed  in  a  bore¬ 
hole  below  the  well  bottom. 


At  Golant  the  situation  was  probably  vrorse  than  anywhere  else  in 
the  district.  The  supply  v/as  totally  inadequate  and  there  was  no  ready 
means  of  supplementing  it.  The  few  hundred  gallons  which  were  available  each 
day  were  pumped  to  the  reservoir  and  distributed  v/ithin  a  matter  of  an  hour 
after  which  nothing  could  be  done  until  the  same  operation  next  day. 

Villagers  supplemented  this  very  meagre  supply  by  drawing  from  the  one  or  two 
wells  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  the  situation  throughout  the  suimer  and  autunm 
was  very  serious  indeed. 

« 

At  St.  Wenn,  Churchtown,  Tregonetha  and  BeloTid.a,  the  village  wells 
failed  and  water  had  to  be  carted  to  the  district  between  2nd  August  and 
13th  December. 
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(c)  i.lains  relaying 


The  old,  inadequate  mains  serving  Carloggas,  St*  Stephen,  Clecrs 
Hill,  ’Thitemoor  and  Trelavour  DoAvns,  St,  Dennis  were  relaid  either  in  -vjhole 
or  in  part  during  the  year,  resulting  in  much  inproved  supplies  to  consumers. 

(d)  Enniscaven  Supply 

The  new  collecting  reservoir,  suction  pipeline  and  hand  punp  were 
installed  in  February  and  have  given  an  ircpixDved  supply  to  the  inhabitants, 

Ble  iirprovement  was  particularly  noticeable  diiring  the  dry  weather, 

(e)  Roche  Reservoir  -  Limestone  Contact  Bed 

In  an  endeavour  to  reduce  the  acidity  of  the  water  at  Roche,  a 
limestone  contact  bed  was  constructed  in  Januazy.  ALthoxigh  small  scale  tests 
showed  the  possibility  of  very  satisfactory  results,  the  full-scale  effect 
has  been  disappointing.  Some  improvement  has,  however,  resulted, 

(f )  General 

The  past  year  has  demonstrated  very  clearly  the  very  real  and 
urgent  need  to  supplement  the  water  supplies  of  this  District  from  so\irces 
■vidiich  are  less  affected  by  peiuods  of  dry  weather  than  are  those  now  in  use. 

The  present  normal  demand  for  water  is  ^proximately  280,000 
gallons  per  day  which  is  increased  by  as  much  as  kOp  in  times  of  drought.  At 
the  same  time  the  known  minimum  yield  of  the  existing  sources  is  272,000 
gallons  per  day.  These  figures  indicate  the  extent  to  which  restrictions  in 
supply  are  necessary  v^never  there  is  ins\ifficient  rainfall  to  keep  the  demand 
down  and  the  output  of  the  sources  maintained.  They  apply,  also,  to  those 
parishes  -vdiich  at  present  have  piped,  supplies. 

The  estiraated  peak  demand  -vdien  the  whole  district  is  supplied 
with  water  is  850,000  gallons  per  day. 

These  problems  have  been  recognised  for  many  years  and  the  Co\incil 
have  supported  and  pursued  the  major  schemes  for  supplementation.  It  is  now 
21  years  since  a  decision,  was  made  to  supplement  the  supplies  to  the  Northern 
parishes  by  participating  in  the  Nadcbridge  De  Lank  scheme  and  12  years  since 
the  publication  of  the  first  report  of  the  m^or  De  Lanlc  Scheme. 

Tlie  demand  for  water  increases  year  by  year  not  only  for  domestic 
consumption  but  also  for  agricultiu’al,  commercial  and  industrial  use.  Whereas 
the  major  schemes  nay  have  been  of  the  natiire  of  long-tem  policies  when  first 
considered,  they  are  now  of  immediate  necessity,  not  merely  to  ensiire  reason¬ 
able  reserves  against  estimates  of  futiore  consumption  but  to  enable  supplies 
nov/  being  demanded  to  be  met  in  fioll  at  times  when  the  need  is  greatest. 

The  Bears  Dov/n  and  Povray  River  Schemes  will  fulfil  these  require¬ 
ments  and  their  construction  should  bo  pressed  forward  with  all  possible  speed, 

(g)  Private  Water  Supplies 

A  total  of  16  samples  were  taken  from  private  water  supplies,  with 
the  following  results  :-  .  , 

Satisfactoiy  7 

Reasonably  Safe  2 

Unfit  for  Drinking  7 

In  one  of  these  cases,  work  recoimended  proved  effective  and  in 
two  others  sterilizing  filters  were  reconraended  and  installed.  In  the  others, 
the  users  were  advised  to  boil  water  before  censunption. 

The  parivately  owned  sipply  to  the  village  of  St.  Michael  Caerhays 
has  been  iraproved  in  quality  by  the  installation  of  .another  filter  and 
chlorination  equipment.  The  supply  is  now  safe  and  adequate. 


(2)  Sewerage  and  Sewa^^e  Disposal 

(a) "~Trc\70on  and 'Palgooth  Sewerage 

Tenders  for  the  construction  of  this  scheme  will  he  invited  early 
in  the  year  1956  with  a  view  to  construction  being  commenced  during  the  summer. 
Approximately  tvro  years  will  be  required  for  its  completion. 

(b)  Grampound  Sewerage 

A  revised  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Council  in  the  Autumn ^and  it 
will  be  submitted  for  ministeiual  approval  as  socn  as  the  cornraents  of  the 
other  interested  Authorities  have  been  obtained. 

(c)  Fraddon  Sewerage 

A  scheme  will  be  submitted  for  the  Co\ancil's  consideration  early 

in  1956. 

(d)  St.  Dennis  Sewage  ViTorks  -  Reconstaruction 

This  saheane  was  submitted  for  ministerial  approval  in  April  1955 
but  no  decision  has  yet  been  received. 

(e)  St.  Stephen  Sewerage  -  Reoonstiruction 

A  scheme  to  provide  a  solution  to  the  problem  of  the  overloaded 
works  at  Gwindra  and  Terras  is  completed  but  is  being  retained  for  the  tirae 
being  until  the  Ministry’s  observations  on  the  St.  Dennis  proposals  are  known. 

(f)  Roche  Sewage  Works  -  Reconstiniction  .  . 

Investigations  prior  to  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  have  been 

commenced. 

(g)  Existing  Sewage  Disposal  Tforks  -  Sludge  Removal 

Sludge  drying  beds  have  now  been  constructed  on  all  works  except 
Terras  and  St.  Dennis.  In  August  a  new  mobile  sludge  pimp  v/as  purchased  and 
brought  into  operation.  It  is  working  satisfactorily  and  there  is  every  hope 
that  improved  effluents  will  result  although  this  work  is  insufficient  in 
itself  to  produce  satisfactory  effluents. 

(h)  Cesspool  Emptying 

The  work  of  the  vehicle  dureng  the  year  has  included  the  following 
305  emptyings  of  privately  owned  cesspools 


126 

II 

"  Council  Houses 

150 

1? 

”  Lane  Slaughterhouse  cesspools 

47 

It 

"  Cesspools  outside  the  Rural  District 

Until  the  introduction  of  the  mobile  sludge  pump,  the  cesspool 
emptying  vehicle  was  again  used  for  desludging  tanks  at  sewage  disposal  works. 

(3)  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  of  Houses 

Happily  a  very  infrequent  task.  Pour  houses  were  disinfected  and 
two  disinfested. 

(4)  Rodent  Control 


One  operator  vri.th  10  cvirt.  Van.  His  duties  include  servicing  of 
the  Council’s  tips,  sev/age  7/orks,  etc.,  as  well  as  domestic  and  trade  premises. 
The  poison  'Varfarin"  has  proved  a  great  improvement,  both  in  operative 
techniques  and  results.  Your  operator  attended  a  Ministry  Course  of  Instruction. 
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Su^;::..ar.y  of  V.'ork  1955 


No.  of  properties  ii.spected 

Domestic  1145 
Business  356' 
iigricialtixral  •  36O 


No.  of  properties  treated  for  major  infestations  19 
n  "  "  *'  minor  "  I515 


The  imnual  Test  Baiting  of  all  the  Foul  Systems  of  Sewers  was 
carried  out  in  May  and  June.  Out  of  a  total  of  376  manholes  in  the  systons 
109  were  baited  and  complete  takes  recorded  in  23.  A  further  maintenance 
treatment  is  being  carried  out  in  the  New  Year. 


(5)  Nuisances 


In  addition  to  a  number  of  small  nuisances,  attention  was  directed 
to  four  connected  with  local  industi^/.  One  \7as  about  dust  from  Clay  processing 
plants,  one  about  dust  from  a  clay  waste  dunp,  one  caused  by  sulphurous  fumes 
and  dust  from  a  clay  products  works  and  one  caused  by  a  coionty  council  stone 
crushing  and  tarmac  works.  In  all  these  cases,  informal  action  was  taken  and 
all  are  abated  or  suitable  action  is  promised  by  those  concemed*  Statutory 
notices  were  served  in  si:>:  cases,  with  success. 

(6)  Beaches  .  n 

There  are  three  popular  and  mucli  frequented  beadies.  The  largest 
has  no  public  convenience  and  the  Co\jincil  intends  to  provide  one  as  soon  as 
permitted.  Another  beach  is  privately  owned,  the  sanitary  conveniences  are 
inadequate  and  insanitary  and  follov/ing  informal  action,  the  owner  has  submitted 
plans  for  the  construction  of  p2X>per  facilities  before  the  1956  deason. 

(7)  Public  Cleansing  and  Refuse  Disposal 

Three  vehicles  c.erve  most  of  the  district  by  a  weekly  collection. 

One  tip  has  been  finished  and  two  others  started.  A  modified  form  of 
controlled  tipping  is  en5)loycd.  The  rounds  were  reorganised  during  the  year 
for  greater  efficiency,  division  of  am.ount  of  work  betv/een  the  vehicles  and 
journeys  to  tips.  A  new  vehicle  of  larger  capacity  will  shortly  replace  our 
oldest  one  and  it  is  to  be  the  first  diesel  engined  lorry  operated  by  the 
Council.  In  order  to  save  dead  mileage,  we  have  co-operated  with  a  neighbouring 
Council, to  our  mutual  advantage,  by  collection  fror..  a  few  houses  in  eaxdi  other's 
district.  Another  Council  has  also  co-operated  by  allowing  us  to  use  its  tip, 
saving  considerable  lorry  mileage.  In  the  case  of  still  another  neighbouring 
Council,,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  us  to  collect  from  a  small  nuuiber  of 
houses  to  save  them  considerable  mileage. 

(8)  Public  Conveniences 

We  have  seven  and  at  leaist  two  more  are  to  be  built  when  possible. 

(9)  Caravan  Sites 


Five  sites  v/ere  licensed  and  two  others  v/ill  be  when  certain 
improvements  to  sanitary  accommodation  are  effected.  The  Council  have  revised 
their  Code  of  Regulations  for  the  control  of  sites  to  bring  them  into  line 
with  planning  and  up-to-date  sanitary  and  other  requirements. 

(10)  Public  Houses 


The  sanitary,  glass  wasliing  and  other  arrangements  of  the  28 
licensed  houses  were  investigated.  In  one  case  only  were  conditions  rather 
bad  and  in  another  some  minor  v/orks  ^7ere  found  desirable.  The  Breweries  con¬ 
cerned  have  promised  to  do  necessary  work.  In  another  case,  informal  action 
resiilted  in  a  s:.iall  sewage  works  involving  punning  being  provided  at  a  cost 
of  about  £500. 
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(U)  Petrol  Stations 

^  The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Petroleiam  Officer  and 
investigations  of  the  74  Pilling  and  Storage  Stations  showed  almost  conplete 
absence  of  notices  requiring  engines  to  be  switched  off  and  no  smoking  when 
puDps  are  in  use,  . - . -  • 

Strong  action  is  being  taken  by  the  Council  to  ensure  compliance 
with  licensing  conditions  requiring  notices  and  proper  fire  extinguishing 
equipment, 

(12)  River  Pollution  .  . . 

A  rather  bad  case  of  sewage  pollution  came  under  notice  and  the 
facts  vrere  reported  to  the  Officer  of  the  Cornwall  River  Board, 

SECTION  D. 

Housing 

Housing  Application  Current  -  Dec,  1955. 


Total  No,  live  applications  183 

No,  from  families  without  separate  houses  35 

No,  "  "  in  unfit  houses  43 

No,  ”  "  '•  overcrowded  conditions  16 

No,  of  unmarried  persons  applying  8 

No,  applying  for  other  reasons  (proximity 

,  .  to  work,  etc. )  6l 


Type  of  Houses  needed  by  applicants 
1  Bedroom  1 

■  2  "  72 

3  ''  70 

3 

Unclassified  35 

Houses  built  by  the  Council. 

(i)  New  traditional  houses 

(a)  Edgcuiribe  Crescent,  Roche, 

The  erection  of  I6  Cornish  Unit  type  "M"  houses  was  coipleted  by 
30th  June,  1955. 

(ii)  Traditional  Houses 

The  following  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year:- 

High  Cross, St.  Columb  22 

Highfield  Avenue,  St,  Columb  2  jg 

Beaconside,  Sxaramercourt  14 

"  ~  38 


5  (A,P,  bungalows) 

By  the  end  of  the  year,  all  dv/ellings  scheduled  in  the  Coxmcil’ s 

“•10— 


\7ere,  therefore,  none  under 


housing  progranrae  had  been  coc^jleted  and  there 
construction. 


(iii)  Acquired  properties 

houses,  Nos.  9  and.  U,  Pair  Street,  St.  Colunb,  were  purchased 
Sel^S.  f allies  previously  occupying  a  hut  at 


Suinr.iary  of  Housing  Rro^t^^ss 


Dwellings  occupied  1. 

1.  55 

702 

during  I955 

55 

TOTAL: 

757 

Pre-\7ar  houses 

237 

1 

Ennisworgey  adaptation 

Post-war  conversions 
Post-v.rar  constructions 

5 

534 

TOIJiL:  757 


^ivate  Enteroriae  Bn-i  ifl-inrr 

No.  erected  during  year  -  29. 

Slun  Clearance 

to  tho  JI??  estimate  of  the  extent  of  the  problem,  as  reported 

1  ster,  13  :  -  No.  of  Houses  requiring  oondemnation  212  (  inoludinc 

Detailed  surveys  were  mde  of  two  parishes  (Roche  and  St.  Dennis)  and 
th^  w"""  were  dealt  with  elsewhere  when  there  appeared  to  bf;  ^er  oT 

ing  re-let.  This  led  to  50  demolition  orders  being  made  and  one  still 
awaits  decision.  The  survey  continues. 

Lnprovenent  Grants 

date  of  ‘‘■PP’^ved  in  30  oases,  making  a  total  to 

date  of  81.  The  grants  are  noy,  ono-third  of  the  approved  total  cost. 

with  the''?oU^-;£^  considered  vms  93 

-Approved  81'  •  •  - 

Not  approved  12 

water  vdthdravm,  2  avrait  provision  of  satisfactoi 

water  supply  and  16  are  couple  ted  and  payment  made. 

Sale  of  SU3pected^^Prnr|^P2^4^ 

nre<,<,  to  s^eguard  the  public,  the  Council  advertised  through  ths 
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SECTION  E, 


Inspection  ajnd  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk 


This  district  is  now  part  of  a  special  area  in  which  lailk  sold 
by  retail  must  be  specially  Designated,  i.e.  Pasteurised,  or  T.T.  and  in 
bottles.  All  the  Pasteurised  inilk  comes  from  two  large  creameries  outside 
the  district.  There  are  25  licences  to  sell  T.T,  and  Pasteurised  milk  by 
this  Authority,  ' 

Ice  Cream 

The  total  nijunber  of  premises  no’w  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre¬ 
packed  ice-cream  is  now  88.  No  ice-cream  is  manufactiared  in  the  district 
and  most  is  pre-packed.  The  vans  of  itinerant  vendors  are  inspected  for 
cleanliness  and  the  provision  of  proper  v/ashing  facilities. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  number  of  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  remains  at  13; 
12  are  operated  by  individual  butchers  and  one  by  a  syndicate  trading  as 
wholesalers.  The  latter  is  near  Newquay,  v/hose  Council  staff  iindertake  the 
inspection, 

lOC^  inspection  at  the  private  slaughterhouses  continues,  and  the 
figures  show  that  a  high  standard  is  maintained,  particularly  in  the  type 
of  beef  animal  used.  In  the  table  below,  the  striking  freedom  from  trouble 
among  sheep  and  lambs,  as  indicated  by  the  absence  of  disease  in  livers 
because  of  fluke  infestation,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  hardly  any  mutton 
is  sold,  sales  being  mainly  lamb  in  the  season 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  1142 

11 

1 

1050 

1596 

- 

Number  inspected  1142 

11 

1 

1050 

1596 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disc 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

- 

-  - 

•M 

1 

mm 

225 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

;ase 

19.7 

45.5 

- 

.1 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

47 

2 

M 

: 

44 

- 

4.2 

18.2 

- 

2.E 

Cysticercosis 

- - 

No  carcases  affected 

Particulars  "of  Condeinnations 


Tuberciilosis 


1  Carcase  beef  and  offal  conplete 
33  Ox  lungs 
18  Ox  heads 

3  Ox  livers 

4  Pore  quarters  beef 
1  Brisket  beef 
41  Pigs  heads 

Other  diseases 

Cirrhosis  &  Necrosis 

Pyaemia 
Actinomycosis 

Bruising 

Emaciation  &  Dropsy 

Other  Foods  and  Premises 

The  numiber  of  food  premises,  butchers  shops,  bakeries  and  cafes 
remains  substantially  the  same  and  inspections  carried  out  from  time  to  time 
show  that  there  is  generally  little  to  con^^lain  of.  The  following  foods  were 
condemned  : - 

Tinned  foods  35  tins. 

Frozen  chicken  197 

Some  Chinese  Liquid  Egg,  v/hich  appeared  abnormal,  was  sent  for 
■'■bacteriological  examination  and  the  result  showed  it  to  be  harmless, 

SECTION  F, 


93  Ox  livers 
147  part  Ox  livers 
1  Ox  liver 
1  Ox  head 
1  Ox  lung 
1  Ox  flank 
1  Sheep 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over  infectious 

and  other  diseases 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  received 

Rate  per  1,000  papulation 


1955  St,  Austell  Rural  England  and  Wales 

Disease  No,  of  cases  1954  1955'  1955 


Measles 

49 

6.18 

2.24 

15.6 

Acute  Pneumonia 

-  -5  •  • 

•  « .  ^ 

0.18 

0.23 

0.63 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0.23 

0.05 

0.73 

Whooping  Cough 
Poliomyelitis  ‘ 

1 

2.10 

0.05 

1.78 

(paralytic) 

2 

0.00 

0.10 

0.08 

The  tv/D  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  an  isolated  hamlet  which 
had  a  low  level  of  general  hygiene,’  It  is  thought  that  the  son  of  the  first 
case  acquired  the  disease  in  a  mild  undiagnosed  form  during  the  late  Summer 
and  was  the  source  of  the  local  outbreak.  The  outbreak  caused  considerable 
local  alarm  and  led  to  the  exclusion  of  a  group  of  about  15  children  from 
school  for  several  weeks. 

The  figures' 'shown  on  the  folld^ng  table,  v.'ith  their  wdLde  annual 
fluctiiations ,  make  it  difficxilt  to  assess  the  value  of  whooping  cough  vaccine 
as  an  epidemic  control  measure.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  it  does  hot  prevent, 
it  does  modify  the  seriousness  of  an  attack. 
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The  value  of  the  vaccine  is  in  fact  lost  by  delay  in  having  the 
children  iraiminised. 


1948  5.68  /1, 000  pop. 

1951  6.46  /1, 000  pop. 

1954  2.10  /I, 000  pop. 

1949  0.18  " 

1952  0.41  ” 

1955  0.05 

1950  1.61  " 

1953  8.00  " 

,  ■  ■  1  ,  .1 .  . . . 

There  is  little  doubt  that  many  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  are  not 

notified. 


Sporadic  cases  of  Infectious  Jaundice  are  still  occurring  in  the 
N.E,  part  of  the  area.  Infectivity  appears  to  be  lov/, 

Muirps  and  Chickenpox  outbreaks  have  been  present  throughout  the 
area  in  schoolchildren. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Imnumisation  in  relation  to  the  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1935  vi'ho  had  conpleted  a  course 
of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st.  Jan. 
19U). 


Age  at  31.12.53 


Under  1,  1-4 


3-9 


10-14  Under  15 


(l)  Last  coDplete  course  of 
injections  (whether  piimary  or 
booster) 

(a)  1951  -  1955 

22 

669 

1029 

895 

2615 

(b)  ditto  1941  -  1950 

- 

- 

266 

302 

568 

(2)  Estimated  mid-year  child 
popialation 

300 

1350 

1500 

1400 

4550 

(3)  Irarcoanity  Index  ' 
i.e.  100  (la) 

7.3 

49.6 

68.7 

64.0 

57.5 

Combined  Whooping  Cough,  tetanus  and  diphtheria  immunisations  or 
various  combinations  of  these  are  offered  for  use  at  the  recommended  age  of 
four  months.  The  imnminisation  period  extends  over  two  months  and  it  should  be 
possible  to  have  an  immunity  index  of  5<^  for  children  under  one  year  of  age. 


Wiany  mothers  delay  immunisations  \intil  the  child  is  nearly  one  year 
old  and  this  accounts  for  the  lov7  immunity  index  of  children  under  1  year.  It 
"is  more  difficult  to  accoimt  for  the  low  figiure  for  the  age  period  1-4  years, 

A  scrutiny  of  H.V.  cards  for  cliildren  under  5  years  indicates  that  at  least 
&Qfo  of  children  are  immunised,  so  that  the  defect  in  our  recoi*ds  is  due  either 
(a)  to  a  failure  of  doctors  to  submit  returns  or  (b)  to  H.V’s  accepting  the 
mother’s  statement  v/ithout  further  check. 


During  the  year  the  following  immunisations  were  reported  as  done:- 


Primary 

Diphtheria  alone 

52 

"  plus  Whooping  Cough 

208 

Whooping  Cough  ilone 

3 

Booster 

Diphtheria  alone 

157 

"  plus  Whooping  Cough 

53 

Whooping  Cough  alone 

1 

-14- 


SoalTpox  Vaccination  ■ 


_  6l  primajcy.yacci21at.ipns  and  2^.  revaxjciiiations  vrere. ,  cjoy ied  out  dioring 
the  year*  Mainy  of 'these  are  caixied  out  on  people  pivDceeding  ahixsad.  The 
vaccinal  state  ,of  the  community  is  falling  each  year  and  the  introduction  of 
i^ection  would  resxalt  in_  the  rapid  spread  of  this  disease, 

'  If  vaccination  is  carried  out  in  infancy,  it  greatly  reduces  the  slight 

risk  of  coii5)lications  and  in  a  consnunity  where  a  considerable  proportion  of 
people  aro  vaccinated  on  entering  the  services,  it  is  obviously  worth  while  to 
have  it  done  in  infancy. 

Tuberculosis 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1955  was  as 
follows  : - 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmona2y 

72 

U 

113 

Non-Pulmonary 

10 

7 

17 

TOTALS: 

82 

4B  . 

130 

The  following  table  gives  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  new  cases 
and  deaths  for  the  year  1955.  Deaths  include  all  notified  cases  who  may 
have  died  from  other  causes  ; - 


Nev/  Cases  Deaths 


Age 

Respiratory 

Meninges 

Other 

Respiratory 

Meninges 

Other 

Group 

M. 

P. 

1.4 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

0  -  A 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

5  -  iif 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1  - 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

15-24 

5 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

> 

•'  ■  ' 

25-44 

5 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

A5  -  64 

1 

2 

- 

- 

2 

5 

- 

-  - 

Over  64 

- 

- 

- 

- 

\ 

- 

- 

-  - 

_  - 

TOTALS: 

12 

6 

0 

0 

1  0 

2 

6 

0 

0 

0  0 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  alterations  were  made  to  the 
Register  : - 


Traiisfers  -  in  from  other 
”  -  out  to  " 


Recoveries 


Pulmonaiy  Non-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female. 


areas 

2 

5 

. 

It 

4 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

•• 

The  above  results  in  a  net  increase  of  four  pulmona2y  cases  and  a  net 
loss  of  one  non-pulmona2y  case, 
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Preventive  measures  ai^  taken  to  limit  spread  from  active  cases 
and  to  protect  immediate  contacts  of  cases  by  offering  B.C.G,  vaccination. 
In  the  Rxaral  Area,  60  persons  were  vaccinated.  _  A  visit  v/as  paid  by  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  Clay  Area  and  the  following  results  were 
obtained 


1 

(l)  Number  examined  2552 

•  -  (2)  (i)  Nevfly  discovered  significant  cases  of  tuberculosis 

^a)  Active  1  * 

(b)  Requiring  observation  7 


(ii)  Requiring  no  action  lA 

(iii)  Pneumoconiosis  with  tuberculosis  7  (A  previously  known) 


(3)  Other  conditions 


Silicosis 

Bronchiectasis 

Pneumoconiosis 

Others 


lA  (3  previously  known) 
..1 
9 

22 


The  scheme  for  the  examination  of  the  13  year  old  school  children 
was  continued  with  the  following  results 


Number  examined 
Percentage  Mantoux  positive 
Number  vaccinated 
Number  X-rayed 


Educative  measures  in  those 
with  them  are  of  major  importance  and 
segregation  of  infective  cases. 


105 
13.1  fo 
85 

65  -  Inactive  case  found  1 

other  lesion  1 

infected  and  in  those  in  close  contact 
so  also  is  adequate  housing  to  allow 


Factories  Acts,  1937  &  19A8 


Annual  Report  -  Part  1. 


M/o 

PrenrLses  line 

No. 

(1)  (2) 

No.  on 
Register 

(3) 

No.  of  Inspections 

M 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  A, 
and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authorities  1 

8 

6 

(ii) Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
v/hich  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  2' 

68 

33 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  * 
premises)  3 

> 

TOTAL; 

7^ 

39 
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V 


Cases,  inr-wfaich  DEFECTS  were-  found 


.  r  -  .  -  rr  . . 

Particulars 

(1) 

Wc 

line 

No. 

(2) 

r> 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defe 
v/ere  found 

Pound  Remedied 

(3)  (4) 

Refer 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

red 

By  H.  M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
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OUTWQPK  .  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of 
work 

r  (1)  .  .. 

M/C 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No .  of  Outworkers 
Section  110  (l)  (c) 

(3) 
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